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Chairman’s Blog – Andrew

Hope everyone had a great summer - pity about
the weather though! I think I made the right
decision to go to Colorado this year, what an
experience and great weather with high 20s/low
30s every day!
We had the Incoming Exchangees day out on
10th June when Mary and I entertained them for
the day. More about that later, but thanks to
Mary for driving the bus and making the
sandwiches as well as Margaret Crawford also
making sandwiches.
The annual Highland Show Drinks Reception was
another success and it was great to see the
room buzzing with one of the best attendances
so far. I would like to thank Aldi for the
Prosecco, Walkers, Borders and Tunnock’s for
their biscuits and Mackies for the Crisps.
Sorry I couldn’t make it to the IFYE Conference
at Gordonstoun in August, I heard it all went
well. I hope to see some of the Scots down in
Wales at the UK YFA Reunion.
We really do appreciate those who support our
events, but it is noticeable that there are less of

the newer members getting involved. Always
remember that YFA give generously to support
the new exchangees every year, so why not
support us in return. If you can think of any
fundraising ideas, please get in touch.

exchangees. Two of the girls were involved in
farming - milking cows, and dairying is getting to
be a rare sight here in Scotland!

YFA Away Day 2015
Summer had arrived on Wednesday 10 June, as
Andrew and I picked up the Minibus and headed
for Edinburgh to pick up the 13 Incoming
Exchangees. This year’s group came from
Canada, Finland, New Zealand, Norway,
Switzerland and much nearer to home England,
Ireland, Northern Ireland and Wales. It was a
tight squeeze to get everyone and their luggage
packed into the bus, that done, we headed out
of town.
The programme for the day was exactly what we
did last year - the Kelpies at the Helix, Falkirk
Wheel and then to the Riverside Museum in
Glasgow. The magnificent horses are quite a
sight and to view them in such lovely weather
was a bonus.

Margaret and her partner Andrew arrived by
car and that was great for us, as we could load
several cases into their car! Margaret also
helped with the picnic arrangements and we
enjoyed that overlooking the Falkirk Wheel.
That was a nice way to chat and get to know the

Finally to the Riverside Museum, to explore the
many forms of by-gone transport, giving us a
glimpse into the past. Getting out of Glasgow in
the rush hour traffic took quite a while, and
eventually we dropped off the exchangees at
the Fenwick Hotel.

We four who entertained the Exchangees, really
had a great day out – it’s a pity we can’t
encourage more people to join us…….albeit, you
would need to bring your own transport!

YFA Drinks Reception 19 June
Report by Liz Renwick (Kay) Exchangee to
Switzerland 1975

When Mary Turner invited, coerced, pleaded
(only kidding!) with me to do a report for the
newsletter about the YFA Drinks Reception at
the Highland Show on 19th June 2015 I thought
– that’s fine she said keep it short and it’s not
needed until September. Here we are at end of
August and I’m in panic mode wondering what
on earth can I say which hasn’t already been
said! Here goes I’ve got pen and paper at the
ready (I know – a bit old fashioned but where I
live no Broadband, no mobile signal and I am of
a certain age)!
I really thought a mistake must have been made
when I received my invitation to Ingliston, being
the 40th Anniversary of my trip to Switzerland.
Could it really be 40 years since a shy wee lassie
from the hills of Ayrshire set off complete with
Kodak camera, no mobile phone, 2 black eyes
(hockey injury inflicted previous evening), “C”
pass in Higher French and boarded the plane for
Zurich. A bit of confusion when I arrived in the
country of mountains, lakes watches and
chocolate – there was no-one to meet me!
Using some resourcefulness which I hadn’t
known I possessed I managed to get to the
railway station and thereafter to a town called
Burgdorf. With my limited French and nonexistent German, I look back and wonder if I’d
manage now! Thankfully my German speaking
host was there to meet me and she and her

family gave me one of the best experiences of
my life. It taught me that even although there
may be a language barrier human nature is very
much the same the world over and
communication is the key. In total I spent 8
weeks in the idyllic beauty of Switzerland with 3
different families all of them friendly and
hospitable and also met scores of young people
from all over the World on different exchange
programmes.
What has all this got to do with 2015 I hear you
ask? What I’m trying to say is that the exchange
programme is second to none in giving young
people the experience of a lifetime. I could
never have imagined the confidence I gained in
communicating with strangers and learning
about their traditions and culture which gave
me a deeper understanding and knowledge and
also at times sympathy for those less fortunate
than us around the World. It really was
character forming!
We all lead busy lives, be it work and/or family
commitments but I implore you to try if possible
to attend the YFA Reception and various
National or International Reunions if at all
possible – you will not be disappointed!

When I arrived at the Young Farmers’ Centre,
Ingliston downstairs all I could hear was a buzz
coming from upstairs. It was a group of people
of all ages deep in conversation and laughter.
My morale was immediately boosted when I
was recognised by someone not seen in 40 years
(did I look that old 40 years ago? and no I didn’t
have a name badge on at that point!!) In this age
of technology and social media, which of course
has its place in making contact so much easier,
there is nothing to beat a face to face
conversation and see the animation, laughter,
sadness, interest whatever in someone’s eyes. It
never ceases to amaze me that no matter whom
you meet or what country they are from, almost

always, you will find a link from one end of the
globe to the other.

My evening was most enjoyable and great to
talk to younger members and hear their stories
of recent overseas trips as well as not so young
whose memories were stimulated to recall their
excursions.
My advice is that it is a win, win situation and all
to be gained and nothing lost by keeping in
contact. Our children are testament to that and
have been offered beds in Europe, New Zealand,
Australia and America just because their old
mother kept in touch! Many congratulations to
the organising committee who obviously put a
lot of hard work into getting us all together and
providing hospitality which made for such a
friendly, successful evening, well done to all
involved and thank you.
DO IT NEXT YEAR!!

Above is Anne Steel doing an impromptu Vote
of thanks – she brought along her SAYFC Blazer
that she wore on her trip to USA in 1965’ As to
the merits of the Exchange Movement – her
enthusiasm said it all!

to the following:
Kerry & Jim Shanks (Canada 2002 & Euro Rally
2004) a daughter Anna; Kirsty & Kirsty & George
Irvine (Canada 1992) a daughter Katie; Fiona
Leitch (Euro Raly 2004) engaged to James
Menzies
Sadly, Andrew Logan (New Zealand 1964)
passed away in January

The date 15-8-15 had been etched in my mind
for three years now and when it arrived we
were ready to welcome 196 people to the 57th
European IFYE Conference at Gordonstoun
School, Elgin. Three years in the planning had
gone in 7 days, but what a week it turned out to
be, it left the organising team and all the Scots
very proud to have been a part of it all! The
week was bursting with energy, fun, friendship
and sunshine; the programme showcased the
many aspects of life in Moray, including the
wonderful scenery, produce, drink and culture.
The organising team and the many helpers
started to arrive on Thursday to begin to make
Gordonstoun into our home for the week. We
had four Accommodation Blocks and the task of
putting names on doors, filling Welcome Bags
with the many sponsored items, sorting
lanyards, signage, floral arrangements not to
mention setting up the Round Square Bar were
all achieved by Saturday lunchtime and ready for
registration. Early afternoon the rain stopped,
the sun was shining and the first of our guests
started to arrive into the train or bus station in
Elgin, being picked up by the school’s Minibuses
or our Transport Manager Robin Blair. So we
are ready to go and here’s a summary of the
programme: Saturday - arrival

Catching up over dinner and watching
Skip2thebeat showed us what you can do with
skipping ropes and left us all wishing we were
that fit; photo presentation from Germany
reminded us of the wonderful time we had in
Bavaria last year; photo presentation from the
previous 3 Scottish IFYE Conferences brought
back many happy memories of how we used to
look! A few birthdays to celebrate and the
birthday boys and girls offered wine for all –
catching up with old and new friends in the bar.
The week got off to a great start!

Sunday – sun is shining brightly as we watched,
listened and followed the Strathisla Pipe Band to
St Christopher’s Chapel.

Church Service taken by Willie Marwick and his
family providing the lovely music and David
Paterson with a fitting tribute to Sally Young.
Opening Ceremony with welcomes from Nan

McLachlan, IFYE Scotland 2015 Chair; Hugh
Brown, Gordonstoun School; Councillor Allan
Wright from Moray Council; Richard Lochhead
MSP and Gerhard Steinberger, European IFYE
President. Gerhard introduced IFYEs from 19
different countries, including a big contingent
from Down Under and USA. The Pipe Band
piped the group down to the beautiful South
Lawn for Group Photos.

Always a source of interest, many people were
having a go at playing the pipes and wearing the
Drum Major’s hat! The South Lawn was the
perfect place to enjoy the Drinks Reception
offered by Moray Council

Lunch was kindly sponsored by AJ Engineering &
Construction Services Ltd, our own YFA Member
Alan James.

In the afternoon, participants were put into
groups to take part in two of the following : kilt
making, corn dolly making, learn some Scottish
songs, practice some Scottish Dances, play
percussion and dowsing for water or other
artefacts. Everyone really got into the spirit and
showed off the talent we IFYEs have – the
singing and percussion performances that
evening can testify to that!

The Fancy Dress party theme was a “touch of
tartan” and boy, did everyone get into the swing
of things with some really creative outfits and
Ollie’s disco got us on the dance floor.

We had attracted around 30 participants who
had been on their exchange in the last 10 years,
which looks great for the future of IFYE
Conferences – they knew how to party!!

Monday – everyone had a chance to visit either
Glenlivet or Glenfiddich Whisky Distilleries,
where we learned a little bit more about the art
of making two of Whisky’s best known brands.

Other choices on the day included Speyside
Cooperage where the barrels are made and
repaired to store the whisky. Findhorn
Foundation gave an insight into eco living, whilst
Knockando Woollen Mill gave a glimpse into
how wool has been woven for hundreds of
years. Farming being at the heart of Moray,
visits to two outstanding enterprises were on
offer - Greens of Corskie Farm – arable &
livestock enterprise & UK wide bulk haulage and
Browns of Burnside of Dipple – beef, barley and
beetroot. For the more energetic, a visit to
Glenlivet Estates to either walk or bike the
mountain trails there in stunning scenery and it
was the perfect weather to do so.

Fochabers Fiddlers entertained in the evening
with their fantastic music, really outstanding.
Tuesday – not dampened by the rain, the host
family day really went with a swing with 58
families taking IFYEs to their homes and
surrounding area. This really was our
opportunity to involve the local community and
for many this was one of the highlights of the
week. The evening Hog Roast was moved to the
Refectory and with the host families joining us it
was a night to remember, dancing to the
Hoolichan Ceilidh Band, who made sure we
were always on the dance floor! Thanks to June
for coordinating it the host families.
Wednesday - sun is shining once more, and
trips to Cawdor Castle with it’s beautiful gardens
or Fort George, a working army barracks,
overlooking the Moray Firth were on offer.

Alternatively a visit to Plewlands Farm run by
the Anderson family, with its arable, beef and
sheep enterprise or to the Rhind family at
Woodside with their beef, arable and vegetable
enterprise, including a farm shop. All buses
arrived in Inverness and allowed us to have
some retail therapy or just relax in a café.

Thursday – General Assembly in the morning
and in the afternoon “Games people play”,
allowed us to use both our brain and our
sporting skills - from guessing tartans, indoor
curling, throwing the basketball and wellie and
ending with a tug of war - it really got everyone
in the mood.

Looking for Nessie on the evening cruise on Loch
Ness!

Evening was a traditional Burns Supper, the
haggis being sponsored by Royan of Elgin. Jim
Royan also addressed the haggis, with Cameron
Ewen toasting the Lassies and Janette Smith
replying. All gave fine performances, and
concluded with some music and song. Ollie’s
disco was back to end the evening.

Friday – RAF Lossiemouth proved a popular
choice, and those going there could get a
glimpse into workings of this vital service.
Johnston Woollen Mills were also on offer,
giving an insight into this very long established
firm; Pluscarden Abbey, to see around the only
Benedictine Monastery in Britain still inhabited
by monks; a gentle walk on the Moray Coastal
Path with beautiful scenery and even some
dolphins performing.

The lawn was the perfect setting for the drinks
reception to start off the Farewell Party – with a
piper playing, it really was a spectacular sight –
friends laughing and chatting enjoying each
others company, not wanting it to end. The IFYE
Flag was handed over to the Estonians and now
the countdown was on until the end of the
Conference.

We would not have been able to host the event
at such an attractive price, without the help of
more than 30 sponsors – full details of these are
on our website www.ifyescotland.co.uk Our
two major funders were Highlands & Islands
Enterprise and Scottish Rural Network and a
huge thanks go to them for supporting the
event. Also to Hugh Brown the Financial
Director of Gordonstoun School for agreeing to
the booking way back in July 2011 Gordonstoun really was the perfect venue for
such an international gathering.

We sat down to a five star meal, mentioning in
particular the Roast Beef that had been
sponsored by ABP Food Group – the kitchen
staff had done a marvellous job throughout the
week. Following the meal, Silver Pins and
Golden Certificates were awarded and Nan gave
her thanks to all the Scots, including all the staff
at Gordonstoun School. The evening finished
with Mairi Marwick’s Ceilidh Band, a great way
to end such a week.

Many, many thanks to everyone who came and
helped us celebrate what it means to be an IFYE
- Interesting, Friendly, Young at heart and
Energetic! It was a privilege and pleasure
hosting and sharing a small part of Scotland with
so many friends old and new. We couldn’t have
done it without the help of the many local YFA
members and friends in the Elgin area as well as
all the Scots who attended during the week, we
had a ball!
Caroline, Marion, Meg, Nan and Mary
We have had many words to describe the time
at Gordonstoun – fun, fantastic, fabulous, great,
terrific, enjoyable, impressive, wonderful… and
here are some in more detail:
More than 30 years ago I was an IFYE to
Switzerland and after that I attended 4
conferences. For some reason, I cannot explain
why, I had a special relationship with Scotland
and some Scottish IFYEs.
Surely also because we had the kindest Scottish
IFYE at our parents farm. Anyhow, I married and
we had 3 children and after that holidays were
spent with them. In brief, it took 27 years before
we attended another conference; and what a
conference, yes, the Scottish one! We travelled
a week in advance to Glasgow, from there via
the Isle of Skye to Inverness and Gordonstoun.
During this week we visited Scottish IFYEs and
also met a few old and new friends from other
countries. Let me say , we had 2 weeks with only
highlights. I especially mention the Burns

Supper with the “Address to the Haggis”, the
Toast and Reply and the “Secrets of Moray”. I
can write down much more but let me mention
only one thing in addition, Singing the Song of
Peace with people united from all these
countries has an impact on me. I want to thank
the Host Family, the farms we visited and all
people involved in this week for their awesome
hospitality . Lucie Verstijen, The Netherlands

Weather in Scotland? Sunshine!
Drinks in Scotland? You know it!
Food in Scotland? Try the restaurant at
Gordonstoun School!
Castles and Churches in Scotland? Very old and
majestic!
Hospitality in Scotland? Simply splendid!
How to meet people in Scotland? Go to the
Military Tattoo and of course an IFYE
Conference!
Countryside in Scotland? Beautiful and empty
of people -full of sheep!
People in Scotland? Simply magnificent,
friendly, helpful, a lot of fun, just IFYEs!
Thanks for everything - we enjoyed a great
time! Katharina Steinruecke, Germany

This was only the second European Conference
for me and I have been so impressed! The
Scotland conference was so well organized! One
of my favourite things was the pipe bands and
pipers! I've seen and heard them before but
never so up close and personal!
At the opening ceremony it was so amazing to
get our own mini concert and then led to the
Opening Ceremony by the band. Then back
again to the gardens after the ceremony. At the
garden reception we were able to watch and
listen close up yet again. I know several
attendees were able to try their luck on the
pipes and even try on the band leader’s hat!

Then we had the lone pipers for the Burns
Supper and Final Dinner. Again, amazing to see
them in all their regalia and hear them play.
This was the first conference for my husband
John. He was impressed with all the
organization that was evident throughout the
week. His visit with the host family was a true
highlight. Even though the weather wasn't very
cooperative he had a wonderful visit. They were
very hospitable and gracious and seemed to go
out of their way to make him feel welcome in
their home. He enjoyed the tour of the farm
and learning about their Scottish culture.
Believe me, it won't be hard to get him to agree
to another overseas trip if it includes an IFYE
Conference! Great news for my ears!!!!

Judy Stewart, USA
I will try to express myself in some sentences
about highlights at the IFYE conference at
Gordonstoun. First of all I must admit that I have
difficulties to make up my mind. The whole
week was so excellent and gave so many
interesting and nice possibilities to learn
different aspects about Scotland and to do it
with friends from so many countries was
fantastic!
When I have to choose some highlights, I
consider the ceilidh dancing and the music as
fantastic and of course Burn´s Night with its
traditional speeches, bagpipes and haggis (very
good!!). The evening programmes with the
Fochabers Fiddlers, Mhairi´s Ceilidh Band and
the song leaders who also played the harp and
violin were really nice. We had a spontaneous
choir late at night, just couldn´t stop singing!

Birgitta Sigfridsson, Sweden
I have many wonderful memories of my stay at
Gordonstoun School and far too many to include
in this report. However one of the highlights for
me was the opportunity to do the Moral Coastal
Path on Friday morning. Apart from the

coastline being naturally beautiful with a calm
sea and pleasant warm sunshine, what struck
me most was the solitude, peace and quiet that
we were able to experience, with the exception
of the fly pasts from Lossiemouth of course! We
did wonder if it was a display in honour of our
IFYE friends who were making a visit to the base
that day! We were able to walk to a beach that
was totally deserted and some IFYEs decided to
spend longer there and relax and not a caravan,
tent or ice-cream van was in sight. It really felt
like being in tune with nature and the wild
raspberries were delicious.
We ate our packed lunch sat amongst the
beautiful heather where we were able to watch
dolphins leap and enjoy the great company of
many different nationalities and catch up with
those we had little opportunity to speak with
earlier in the week. It was sad to have to leave
this beautiful part of the northeast Scottish
coast and retrace our steps back to the school
but knowing that there would later be another
reception and 5 Star dinner awaiting us in the
evening, helped us on our way!
Thank you Scotland for hosting a very special
week where we had fantastic trips, took part in
many Scottish traditions and ate some of the
best food ever. Well done 

Mary Roberts, Wales
IFYE Memories, Gordonstoun 2015
By Anon
Lumpy beds, sore heads
Toast the lassies, empty glasses
Robbie Burns, toast turns,
Austrian crowd, very loud
Irn Bru, sgian-dubh
Reels & jigs, church pigs
Swiss miss, aye fond kiss
Cougar Liz, tartan quiz
Golden grain, Martyn late again

Evening cruise, Mary’s bruise
Highland flings, choir sings
Tug of war, hands sore
Basketball, sports hall
Skipping girls, kilt skirls
Cameron’s speech, Moray beach
Learn to dance, tombola chance
What no keys? Knobbly knees
Make a brooch, hog roast
Lucky heather, not bad weather
The angel’s share, fresh air
Drum beats, sports cheats
Tartan bows, wellie throws
Hot showers, Caroline’s flowers
Fancy dress, must eat less
Castles & kings, everyone sings
Haggis & neeps, not enough sleeps
Golden barley, Bonnie Prince Charlie
Bit of rain, what a pain
Fabulous hosts, Moray coast
Behind the trees, no-one sees
Coach trips, fish and chips
Watch the whisky, makes you frisky
Ceilidh time, Auld Lang Syne
Mobile phone, leave at home
IFYE = YIPEE!!
Finally a link to the European IFYE website,
where you can check out the September 2015
newsletter, with lots of news on Gordonstoun:

www.ifye.org/pages/europe/default.htm
Dates for your Diary
UK YFA REUNION - coming up very soon, and
still availability – 30 October – 2 November in
the Averavon Beach Hotel, Swansea Bay – hurry
contact Huw Williams on 01974 202439

YFA AGM and Social to be held at Carnbo Hall
on Sunday 13 March, 2016 – 1.00 pm - come
and see the photo presentations from 2015
exchangees. Unfortunately Gillian Rankin had to
pull out of the Autumn Seminar to Slovenia
YFA Drinks Reception - hopefully at YF Centre
on Friday 24 June, 2016 – to be confirmed.

Future European IFYE Conferences
23 – 30 July 2016…… only 9 months away – and
it will be held in Estonia, a new country to host
the event. Details are already available - go in
via the European IFYE Website. If you are
thinking of going, get in touch with Mary, who
will be organising a group money transfer early
in the New Year.
2017 – Switzerland
2018 – Northern Ireland – 60th Conference

DON’T FORGET – YFA MEMBERSHIP FEE
There are still a few Subscriptions due for 2015 – this
really is a plea to those who are still to pay their
membership. The vast majority have set up a Standing
Order, which really helps to keep YFA in business. We
do provide generous donations to the outgoing
Exchangees, and without the support of our members,
we would not be in a position to continue the level of
donation. This year our only fund raiser is the Grand
Raffle, so more and more we do depend on
membership payments. It has been increasingly
difficult to encourage the newer Exchangees to join
and without their help and support the organisation
will have no future. So PLEASE PAY YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION, only £10! You can pay by Standing
Order, online or cheque – get in touch with Mary

A note from the Editor - appreciate those who
pass us bits and pieces for the Newsletter, but always
looking for articles and your support, so get in touch 

