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Hope everyone had a great summer, pity about the
weather! It's not been the best year for farmers to get on
with the harvest!

How to contact us:
Chairman: Andrew Baird
andrewbaird87@hotmail.co.uk
07850 164186

We entertained the incoming exchangees for the day when
we went to the Kelpies, the Falkirk Wheel and the Riverside
Museum in Glasgow before dropping them off in Ayrshire.
Thanks to Mary for driving the minibus and also to Mary and
Margaret K for making the sandwiches and to Elaine and
Margaret for transporting the luggage in their cars. They
were another great bunch of exchangees.

Secretary: Mary Turner
yfa-sec-scottish-region@hotmail.co.uk
07817 166637

The annual Highland Show drinks reception was up next and
it was another great success with one of the best turnouts
I've seen. The new venue on the ground floor of the YF
centre seemed to help. It was great to see some new faces
and also good to see a better turnout from the exchangees
this year. Thanks to the sponsors for their support towards
the event.

Treasurer: Neil Brims
manitou626@hotmail.co.uk
07919 154711
Newsletter Editor: Katie Punler
katiepunler@gmail.com
07538 724175

The IFYE conference was being held in Switzerland this year
and that was what attracted me to attend my first IFYE
Conference. I'm glad I did as I had a great time and it was
good to meet some old and new friends and see such a big
turnout of newcomers this year with their being over 60. The
weather helped make it a great week. It was a good turnout
from a Scotland with 22 people making the trip over to
Switzerland which is one of the best for a while, I look
forward to seeing as good a turnout in Northern Ireland next
year at Greenmount College for the 60th Anniversary when

On Facebook:
Young Farmers Ambassadors (YFA) Scottish Region

a note from the Editor - many thanks for all the
contributions to the newsletter. We are always looking
for news and articles that we think may be of interest to
our members. Your feedback and support is also
appreciated; if you enjoy the newsletters let us know and
if you don’t let us know how we can improve them! So….
get in touch ☺

I know the Northern Irish will have a fun filled week
planned.
The UK Reunion is from 27th-30th October down in
Somerset and look forward to seeing lots of Scots down
there before we host it next year up in Aberdeen. Andrew
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Away Day 2017

Drinks Reception 23 June

It was fine weather on Wednesday 14 June, when Andrew
and I picked up the Minibus and headed for Edinburgh to
meet the 12 Incoming Exchangees. This year’s group came
from Australia, Finland, New Zealand, Switzerland and much
nearer to home England, Ireland, Northern Ireland and
Wales. Both Margaret Khnichich and Elaine Meikle brought
along their cars to transport the luggage.
We did the tried and tested programme - the Kelpies at the
Helix, Falkirk Wheel and then to the Riverside Museum in
Glasgow. The magnificent horses are quite a sight no
matter how often you see them. Steedsy joined us for our
picnic at the Falkirk Wheel.

Almost 100 people popped into the Drinks Reception, and
that included 18 of the Anniversary Guest from 5 to 50 years
since they did their exchange. Report by Fiona Ewen (nee
Wight) Canada 1992

25 years ago – could that really be right? Well, yes it was
and extremely hard to believe that all these years had
passed since I was on my exchange to Ontario, Canada.

Finally, a visit to the Riverside Museum, which included a
tour of the Glenlee sailing ship, and David Paterson also
joined us.
The Drinks Reception at the Highland Show was a fantastic
night and great to meet up with those that had travelled
the same year as me, but also to meet other fellow
delegates who all had the same common factor. It’s funny
how, no matter how many years pass, when you meet up
at something like that there is no problem with
conversation as you seem to start off where you last met!

We had a great day out, and it was fun showing the
exchangees some of Scotland’s attractions. Thanks to
everyone who came along and shared the day with us! Mary

There was a kind welcome from Andrew Baird, the current
YFA chairman and all the incoming exchangees were also
introduced. There were faces from many parts of the UK,
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including Kathryn all the way from Suffolk - she came up
especially after receiving her invitation! Also attending
were various YFA members from around the World and it
was amazing after conversations started up how we all
knew others from the same area – even across the other
side of the world! It really is a smaller world than we all
think!!

Also in the company 2 former Exchangees from Tasmania Bramwell Heazelwood and Helen White & here they are
next to the 2017 Exchangee Will Craigie

The evening passed so quickly and it just felt like old times
in the Young Farmers Centre and brought back so many
memories from the briefing weekends and all the fun from
our Young Farmer days. I really felt like I was in my mid
20’s again – oh, how I wish!!!

We also had another former Exchangee from NZ 1973, Roy
Chapman & he is pictured on the right wth his wife
Margaret together with one of his hosts from
Wigtownshire

Thank you so much to all the organisers for the hard work
put in to bring us all together and I look forward to coming
along to many more similar “receptions” with my fellow
ambassadors! Fiona
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tours and visits. Always an opportunity to catch up with old
friends as well as make many new ones. Evening activities
revolved round the bar, and given the lovely weather
throughout the week, it was so pleasant spending time
outdoors.

Here’s the feedback from some of us:
Alison Spencer: I had been on an IFYE week in Switzerland
before and some people might say well you have “done"
Switzerland then why do it again. But that's the real great
part of being an IFYE that although the conference was in
Switzerland the landscape and experiences were all new.
The young Swiss team had chosen an absolutely stunning
location - we woke up every day to gorgeous weather and
stunning views of Lake Neuchâtel. There was an amazing
number of workshops - far more than any other conference
- rock climbing, Gorge walking, edelweiss carving, paper
cutting and you could learn how to make cocktails from
morning till night! I have heard it said that IFYE is an
organisation for the older people - well this week proved
that this is not the case, with over 60 new young
IFYEs entering into the spirit and partying all day and night.
Will I go back to the next IFYE Conference in Switzerland? You bet I will!

Many thanks to our main sponsor Aldi for their generous
support; Mackies for crisps & chocolate and Walkers for
shortbread. We would also like to show our appreciaton to
A J Engineering - Alan James (USA 1977) for sponsoring our
new YFA Banner which was displayed in the YF Centre.

59th European IFYE Conference
Vaumarcus, Switzerland

Neil Brims: I have so many highlights, the farm tours were
very interesting especially the farm sizes and how everyone
grows a little bit of everything. The tobacco farm tour was
especially interesting as I had no idea what the plant
looked like and how it was harvested. The best activity
during the week was completing the rock face course at Via
Ferrata, the views were great and it was a team effort
encouraging and making sure everyone was managing it,

It’s not every day that you can Rock around the Clock in the
company of 250 like-minded people from 19 different
countries! That’s what the 22 Scots who attended the weeklong conference held at a beautiful location overlooking
Lake Neuchâtel did! The Swiss laid on an extensive and
varied programme of fun activities as well as interesting
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IFYE at its best! The pre and post conference days in
Switzerland were also really good, I wish the British had the
same thoughts about keeping their country clean and tidy!

Paul Fraser: I had an enjoyable week at the conference
with interesting trips most days and perfect weather. The
cement factory was a memorable trip, it was very
interesting and we were allowed to get close to the
machinery, which I'm sure health and safety in the UK
would never have allowed! The heat was intense too, with
it being such a hot day and the heat of the plant on top of
that. We also learnt that they take the environment very
seriously in Switzerland, almost to the extreme, although I
think Scotland is not so far behind sometimes! The jail farm
visit was something really different too, they have so many
different types of farming on one site and the inmates very
working along-side the prison staff. We were told before
that we would not come into contact with any of the
prisoners but it was quite common for them to stroll past
us! The apple juice in Switzerland is the best I've ever
tasted too!

Alan Duncan: Young organisers, new theme, great week,
varied programme, lots to be learned, nice people; many
pleasant memories until next year!

Katie Punler: I thoroughly enjoyed my first IFYE Conference
in the breath-taking location over-looking Lake Neuchâtel.
The views, weather and activities were amazing, but it was
the company, and the 24-hour bar, that really made the
week! I loved my first conference and look forward to
seeing everyone again in Northern Ireland next year.

Nan McLachlan: Highlights for me, finding I'm a natural at
golf, the Professionals words not mine! The beautiful
stallions and carriages at the Swiss national Stud, and also, I
can now whittle an edelweiss from a kindler using a Swiss
Army knife and a packet of Elastoplast! Not forgetting an
amazing percussion session with an elite Swiss drum core.
Should I also mention having mastered getting into a top
bunk bed, and getting out of, after having sampled some
lovely Swiss wine, they seem to drink it all as you can't find
any of it in our supermarkets!

Robin Blair: I really enjoyed the activities and it had been a
while since I had water skied – the weather and conditions
made it very different from needing a wet suit in Loch
Lomond! The fantastic company made the conference, bring
it on next year!

5

Mary Turner: Having been an exchangee to Switzerland, it’s
always a pleasure to visit this beautiful country! The group
games on the Sunday afternoon kick-started the fun
activities and a chance to get to know new people as well as
renew old friendships. Hiking in the Areuse Canyon was a
great way to spend a day, such a pity that Andi from Austria
had a nasty fall and had to be airlifted by helicopter to
hospital – sadly the end of his conference just as it was
beginning! Hiking at the Creux du Van was a particular
favourite, pretty challenging in parts, however going at our
own pace ensured we all made it to the top. Trying to play a
few notes on the Swiss Accordion to sound like a tune, was
a great way to spend a few hours. Banging the Drum… but
also learning a few claps and slaps to then perform as a
group in the evening – amazing how it all came together!
Getting dressed up for the Fancy Dress Party, Rock around
the clock – some people really made a terrific effort and
brought the evening to life.
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Right up to date, and here’s a summary of Lucy
McClymont’s 5 week trip to New Zealand this year

I departed a sunny Newcastle and headed towards Dubai
where I caught my connection flight to Auckland. On board
the very long flight was Team NZ who had just won the
America’s Cup. They paraded the trophy around the plane
and we were welcomed by the media when we touched
down in Auckland! My final flight of the journey was to
Palmerston North to attend the Young Farmers Grand Final.
The next five days were spent learning about New Zealand
Young Farmers and meeting lots of new people. I attended
a Quiz night where the contestants were those who were
competing for the title of Farmers Mutual Group (FMG)
Young Farmer of the Year. Over the days many members
were competing in various competitions to win awards.
On the Saturday night I attended the Grand Final awards
night where the winner of the Young Farmer of the Year was
announced. The dance was attended by over 400 people
and it was a fantastic night meeting many young farmers!
Some things I found interesting were the huge number of
sponsors supporting Young Farmers! The winner on the

Silver Pins to colin Manson & David Paterson
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night was walking away with a massive financial prize! This
is something that I feel SAYFC should look at!

learned lots about sheep as being from a dairy farm I had
little knowledge! I managed to witness some more amazing
views where I again was reminded how similar NZ is to back
home. One of the highlights with Gavin and Becs was where
I got the opportunity to go shooting. We went up to a very
high point on the farm and managed to kill some wild goats,
this was something I had never done so I certainly won’t
forget it!

My first hosts were Sophia Clark and Aaron Mills who live on
a small dairy farm outside Matamala. It is 50/50 owned,
whereby they receive half of the pay cheque from the milk
supplier and the remainder goes to the land owner. They
had just started calving so were busy checking cows most of
the time. Whilst Sophia and Aaron were busy with calving I
managed to meet up with some family friends who took me
to their farm. They own a goat farm which was very
interesting! I managed to milk the goats and even bottle
feed the kids which was great fun. They also own a dairy
farm where they were just starting to calve. I had a great day
learning lots of new things and was very thankful to them
for showing me around their local area.

The North Island was fantastic however it was time to see
the South so I departed a windy Wellington and flew down
to Christchurch. I was met by Grant who worked for NZ
Young Farmers. He took me to my next hosts who lived
outside a small town called Dunsandel. My hosts Robin
Hornblow and Kirstie Austin work on a large dairy farm
where they had 2,000 cows! They were just starting their
calving so again it was a busy time for everyone. I got to drive
around the farm and witness their irrigation system which I
was blown away by! The land is very flat, however they had
amazing views of the Southern Alps. Kirstie also worked for
Synlait Milk at their processing plant which I got the chance
to visit. A high percentage of NZ dairy products get exported
to Asia.

My next stop was the capital city, Wellington which is situate
at the bottom of the North Island. I spent two days
discovering the city and visited the famous Te Papa museum
and experienced the shopping! I arrived at my next host on
Sunday evening who was Nicky Barton. Luckily, I had met
Nicky whilst she was on her exchange to Scotland this year.
I had a busy few days meeting her flatmates and enjoying
the local cuisine. We went to Nicky’s parents farm near
Greytown where I would be staying for the next few days. I
had a fantastic time with them where I got to experience
scanning sheep on the top of very high hills and got to
witness some amazing views!

My final stop was Cheyenne Wilson and her partner Alex
who live near Methven which is at the bottom of the
Southern Alps. Cheyenne is an assistant manager on a large
dairy farm and Alex worked in a nearby quarry. They also
had started calving so everybody was really busy. Most days
I would go out on the farm and help out with jobs such as
moving the fence and feeding the cows. One of the best days
we had was when I went to Mount Sunday and climbed it.
The views were out of this world and I couldn’t believe how
peaceful it was!

My next stop was to the coast of Riversdale, where I would
be living with Gavin and Becs O’Neale. They live next to a
large beef and sheep farm where Gavin managed the sheep.
My next few days were spent working with sheep as they
were in shearing season which was great fun. Again, I
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I visited Christchurch an interesting city, very much
damaged by the earthquake, and the shopping centre was
made out of container ships which was fascinating to see!
Again, I got to meet more young farmers as I attended a club
meeting. I got to share some of the events we do in Scotland
and explain how our club operates.

who would benefit from an exchange and this attracted
many candidates. Being able to adapt to varying
circumstances was important and we both gave a
commitment to remain in the UK for two years on return to
participate in the demand for talks and passing on useful
ideas to the YF Movement and beyond. It was therefore
with great excitement when we learned that we’d been
selected.
After the steam-hauled train journey to Southampton in
April 1967, we met the four other young farmers on board
s.s. Oronsay, courtesy of P&O.

Overall New Zealand stole my heart and I didn’t want to
leave! I had the most amazing time touring round the
country and meeting people who have become friends for
life. I’m already planning my next visit. The extremely long
journey home allowed me to reflect on my trip and I cannot
speak highly enough of my Young Farmers Exchange! As a
Young Farmer I felt the opportunities for young people to
get involved in agriculture were fantastic and I feel it’s
something we need to focus on in Scotland! I have now
completed my second exchange and they have been the
best things I have ever done within Young Farmers! My trip
to New Zealand was a trip of a life time, and without the
support and funding I received it would not have been
possible – thank you for this amazing opportunity.

Lucy

TIMES PAST – an article from Jean Marshall, showing what
a different experience it was going on an exchange to
Australia 50 years ago YOUNG FARMERS’ EXCHANGE TO AUSTRALIA 1967
Fifty years on and six past UK Young Farmers’ exchangees
still meet to reminisce, along with their partners. Jean
Marshall (née Hodge) and Willie Lang, the Scottish
representatives, share some memories to compare with
the present day.

As representatives from Scotland, Ireland, England and
Wales, we were young people with strong characters who
were about to forge a bond which would last a lifetime. Two
of us would each visit a couple of States – Jean going to
Victoria and Western Australia; Willie to Queensland and
Tasmania.
Our journeys took place in times when not a lot was known
about Australia, apart from Aborigines, kangaroos and
koalas. There was much to be learned about current politics
and farming methods down under. Many of the properties
visited were run by original British immigrants who’d taken
advantage of the £10 passage, Australia needing people
with different skills and professions to become new citizens.
Those who had bought land had already worked hard
clearing the bush, and indeed were still doing this.
The five-week voyage out proved a very important part of
the trip, knowing that we had to do our best and fulfil what
we regarded as our obligation to represent our home
country and provide publicity opportunities for our sponsor,
P & O. Radio, TV, and press interviews took place frequently
wherever we visited. Ports of Call included Rotterdam,

Interviews took place at Area and National levels – looking
for young people with motivation within the YF movement
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before a very rough crossing of the Bay of Biscay on a ship
with no stabilisers! Then, through the Mediterranean to
Greece, where the port of Piraeus with its bustling dockside
markets and the Acropolis in Athens beckoned. Port Said:
passing through the Suez Canal into the Red Sea, and then
an anxious period as we passed conflict-torn Aden, and
where warships stood by to evacuate British wives and
children. We listened in to the BBC World Service bulletins,
while flashes of gunfire could be seen from the ship.
Besides enjoying the luxury of First Class travel and making
the most of shore visits, we were encouraged to take part in
everything on board, making friends with many older people
from around the world.
The challenges of washing clothes in twin tub machines in
the bowels of the ship proved a challenge for the boys;
meanwhile it could be said that the girls were the organisers
of activities. Dress each evening was formal with long
dresses, gloves, and men in black ties.

All our hosts were keen that we attended agricultural shows
and everyone was eager to learn about our home and our
country, testing our knowledge of facts – rainfall, farming
methods, Scotland as a country and so on. In Australia a
‘paddock’ averaged about 600 acres! Families were only
too willing to disclose their accounts to demonstrate the
progress they had made financially over the years. Snakes,
spiders, frogs were in abundance and not particularly
pleasant. Houses on properties were fairly basic and some
had toilets – the dunny - placed at the foot of the garden.
Beds were on verandahs, and there was no air conditioning.
The Flying Doctor service and the School of the Air
broadcasting service for youngsters, tutored by telephone
and short-wave radio proved fascinating and no doubt now
are much more modernised with state of the art digital
communications that we might envy.
After six months in their allocated States, a band of
exhausted but very happy exchangees had to think of their
journey home, again on the s.s. Oronsay, boarding in Sydney
and myself in Perth with much emotion. Memories abound
of Western Australia, renowned for its wild flowers
carpeting the suburban areas of the capital city Perth, a
beautiful place on the River Swan. Much camaraderie and
reminiscing took place in the five weeks which followed on
our homeward voyage.
During our period in Australia, the six-day Arab-Israeli War
had closed the Suez Canal, and so we were routed the old,
long way round – an eleven-day sail across the Indian Ocean
to South Africa, and Durban. Here a memorable taxi ride
took us into the hills to be with the Zulus; Cape Town
impressed us, as did Table Mountain. Then, more days at sea
as we sailed up the west coast of Africa, calling at Dakar in
Senegal. Christmas Day was spent at sea – an experience
that P&O made unforgettable with a festive atmosphere and
tables laden with superb food.
Finally, we docked at Lisbon for celebrations to bring in our
New Year - 1968.
Our arrival in Southampton in January brought us face to
face with the dreadful situation that Foot & Mouth disease,
which had broken out in the Midlands & North Wales about
two months earlier had brought British agriculture to a state
of lockdown. Everything had come to a halt in the farming
communities with little travel and no social activities.
Having been on farms in Australia we all had to be
disinfected before travelling home.
We never forgot the assistance we got from past exchangees
and the late Bob Gregor (SAYFC Secretary) who gave us
sound advice to remember, saying “don’t lift one foot until
you know where you are putting the other one down”!
The legacy of all our experiences was increased selfconfidence and an ability to progress our professional lives
with an appreciation of people and all the benefits that we
had back home in the U.K. Also, we had a great desire to
pass on as much helpful information to others and to
encourage future exchangees to apply.

Bombay brought us down to earth in the real world, and face
to face with poverty (Slumdog Millionaire was pretty near
the truth). After Colombo, (Ceylon in those days), the ship
crossed the line, the Equator, and eventually Freemantle in
Western Australia was reached. Yet more days at sea before
reaching Melbourne, where I went ashore with one of the
English exchangees to immediately begin my adventure. At
the start of the Australian winter, and while Willie was
sailing on to Sydney and then flying on to Brisbane, I was
taken to the World Ploughing Championships in Victoria,
surrounded by snow-capped hills. A chilly start!
The structure of the Australian Rural Youth Movement
proved itself to be very efficient; well organised itineraries
greeted us on arrival with details of the thirteen or so
farming families that we would each be staying with. The
Movement itself was interesting in that it allowed
membership up to the age of 30, thus giving maturity to its
being. With a population of only 11 million in the late sixties
and such an enormous country, distances travelled between
host families were vast. Communications were primitive in
comparison to what we have today – we kept in touch by
writing Airmail letters and phone calls were very seldom
made, costing £6 a minute, and with salaries averaging £30
per month.
This made our journeys more exciting!
Resumés had to be written and air-mailed back to
Headquarters every week.
Many challenges arose and were overcome; each property
had different demands – in Willie’s case the cutting of sugar
cane near Cairns was perhaps the most difficult, and for me
it was the making of a haggis using proper ingredients after
a sheep had been killed! Our hobbies from back home were
noted and, having been a Tawny Owl, I found myself being
taken to every Brownie pack around. A disclosure that I’d
taken part in a YF Upholstery Course led to me refurbishing
old car seats in the outback!
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Above all, there is the enduring bond that’s been formed
between the six of us, and who still meet, regularly (every
year now, as the ageing process takes over). At our reunion
near Stafford this year it was remarked: “We are so lucky to
be alive in our seventies and still have the same partners!”
We reiterate our great appreciation of a youth movement,
second to none, that gave us the chance to be its
ambassadors, as well as for our country. Jean

College, Antrim - all single rooms, and the cost of the
week is £500 for those who are IFYE Lifetime Members,
otherwise it will be £520. Registration is now open, so
have a look at the website noted below for more
information. It was great to see such a large turnout from
Scotland in Switzerland, and although the weather in
Northern Ireland might not be quite as warm, the
welcome and the programme certainly will be! IFYE is for
anyone who has been on exchange no matter when – you
will be amazed how people just gel. If you want more
information on IFYE, get in touch with Mary, details on
Page 1

Dates for your Diary
YFA AGM 2018 –we are going back to our usual
venue, at the Carnbo Hall on Sunday 11 March,
2018 – 1.00 pm - come and see the photo
presentations from 2017 exchangees.

www.ifye2018.com - closing date 31 March, 2018
2018 – World IFYE Conference will an Alaskan Cruise from 8
– 16 September – more details on the website 2018 World IFYE Conference - several Scots have already
registered for this wonderful opportunity to visit Alaska
2019 – Norway – close to Oslo from 12 – 18 August
2020 – England

Drinks Reception 2018
Will be held on Friday 22 June - note it in your diary now,
as it’s an evening not to be missed - more to follow
UK YFA Reunion next year at the Altens Hotel, Aberdeen
from 26 – 29 October, 2018 – we have a small committee
making good progress on the activities for the weekend.
Chairman – Meg Findlay; Secretary – Elaine Meikle and
Treasurer – Elaine Mowat. Lots more to follow on this,
but in the meantime, put it in your diary!

to the following:
Kimberley Webster (Rally 2015) married William Mackie;
Marianne (Barron – Australia 2005) & Martin Sheed – a
son Charles; Susan (McCornick – Canada 2006) & Andrew
Lawrie – a son Blair; June (Forsyth – Switzerland 2005) &
Keith Will – a daughter Eilidh
Sadly, we have three deaths to intimate:
William Henderson – SAI Award 1967
Donald Peddie – Canada 1981
Jamie Dawson – Canada 1984

Future IFYE Conferences
Calling all Exchangees between 2013 and 2017
To encourage exchangees to attend their First European
IFYE Conference, all newcomers will receive a contribution
of 160 CHF, towards the Conference Fee. It will be subject
to the following conditions:
1.Full time attendance at the Conference
2.Valid in any of the first five years following their first
exchange trip
3.The application form will be issued and submitted to the
European Treasurer during the Conference attended and
the payment made that week.
So if you were an exchangee in 2013 or after, now’s your
chance for a discount and we all love a bargain, you won’t
regret it!

DON’T FORGET – YFA MEMBERSHIP FEE
The vast majority of members have set up a Standing
Order, which really helps to keep YFA in business. We do
provide generous donations to the outgoing Exchangees,
and without the support of our members, we would not
be in a position to continue the level of donation. Fund
raising events have become harder to organise, so more
and more we do depend on membership payments. So if
you are new to YFA or have forgotten to pay your
membership, please join and get involved – like most
things in life the more you put in, the more you get back
out. The SUBSCRIPTION is only £10! You can pay by
Standing Order, online or cheque – get in touch with Neil
or Mary – contact details on Page 1

On to 2018, and if our highlights from Switzerland
appeal to you why not come to Northern Ireland
next year – from 21 – 28 July for the 60th Anniversary
European IFYE Conference. You will have noticed it’s
more of a reunion rather than a conference, so don’t let
the name put you off! It will be held at Greenmount
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